
Letter 2: 2 September 1516, [Basel], Capito to Desiderius Erasmus 
 
Printed in Allen II, pp. 333-338, #459 and CWE Ep. 459 
 
[Summary]: Capito professes his friendship for Erasmus. During Erasmus’ absence from Basel 
Capito has begun to teach St Paul’s Epistle to the Romans and is directing his students to adopt 
the Erasmian style and spirit. Referring to Erasmus’ work on a second edition of the New 
Testament [first edition published in 1516], Capito suggests that he hire two assistants to 
compare the Greek and Latin texts with the relevant notes in order to silence critics accusing 
Erasmus of inconsistency. Capito also advises Erasmus to tone down his attacks on the 
superstitious observance of rites and other doctrinal matters to avoid arousing animosity towards 
his work. Capito fears that the ‘wounds inflicted by Erasmus’ eloquent pen’ will lead to his 
condemnation. Finally, he asks Erasmus to direct him in the method of scriptural exegesis. His 
friendly reply will confirm their friendship. 


