
Letter 6: 15 July 1517, Basel, Capito to Desiderius Erasmus 
 
Printed in Allen III, pp. 9-10, #600 and CWE 5, Ep. 600 
 
[Summary]: Capito reports that he is defending Erasmus against his critics. He regrets that his 
earlier association with scholastic theologians has prevented him from fully breaking free of ‘the 
ancient taint of ingrained barbarism.’ He encourages his students to do better and learn ‘their 
Erasmus’ so that they may master his style. In response to Erasmus’ inquiry he reports that the 
critic mentioned in his earlier letter (Ep. 5) has been silenced. He informs Erasmus of his 
intention to publish his Hebraicarum institutionum libri duo in time for the next Frankfurt book 
fair because Froben’s presses are now occupied with Chrysostom’s works. He will resume his 
regular studies and devote his remaining energy to Hebrew and Chaldean. Capito concludes by 
expressing his desire to live up to Erasmus’ expectations. 


