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[Summary]: In an earlier letter to Luther written from Strasbourg [now lost], Capito mentioned 
Erasmus’ admiration and respect for Luther’s Sermo de indulgentiis. Capito indicates that he too 
has read both that sermon and Luther’s Sermo de poenitentia. Using military language he warns 
Luther that he is undertaking a fight against a powerful enemy. This enemy, he says, is guarded 
by a ‘threefold wall’: by papal authority, by the power of tyrants, and by the consent of scholars. 
Capito advises Luther to be more diplomatic in his criticisms. Using Acts 23:6 as an example, he 
recommends that Luther follow the example of Paul who evaded a potentially incriminating 
question with a prudent response. 
 Capito mentions that he recently received a book by Silvester Prierias, a response to 
Luther’s treatise on indulgences. Capito advises Luther how to respond diplomatically to Prierias 
without angering him or offending the pope. He reminds Luther that he has supporters, including 
Andreas Karlstadt, Georgius Spalatinus, Johann Egranus and Philip Melanchthon. 
 Erasmus approves of Egranus’ Apologetica responsio and the latter would like to see it 
reprinted in Basel. Johann Eck has written against Andreas Karlstadt. Capito warns Luther that 
he will not be disputing before fair judges. Capito will write to Eck personally. 


