Letter 17: 4 September 1518, Basel, Capito to Johann Reuchlin

This letter, printed in the [llustrium virorum epistolae, is the only extant letter between Capito
and Johann Reuchlin (1455-1522), the German Hebrew scholar whose defence of Hebrew
literature led to his condemnation by the papal court.

V olphangus Fabricius Capito loanni Capnioni, salutem.

Nescio quid de purgatorio contra L atinam ecclesiam ad Concilium Basiliense retulisse
Graecos Oecolampadius noster narravit, quod olim ipse a quopiam excripsit peregrino, id e aut
furto, aut incuria, aut occasione frequentis migrationis interiit. Tu hoc tempore, optime Capnion,
nihil potes utrique gratius praestare, quam illud apud te curare excribendum, sive nobis tantisper
connivere. Mox reddemus certissima fide, et cum foenore, hoc est una opera nos obligatissimos,
tibi multo arctius devincies.

Vale. Basileae pridie nonas Septembris, anno MDXVIII.



