
Letter 18: 19 October 1518, Louvain, Desiderius Erasmus to Capito 
 
Printed in Allen III, pp. 414-416, #877 and CWE 6, Ep. 877. 
 
[Summary]: Erasmus recounts his experiences at Speyer. He met Franz Fritz (Irenicus), whose 
Germaniae Exegesis he finds puerile. He received a dull letter from Johannes Cellarius 
(Gnostopolitanus). Melanchthon said he would have criticized Erasmus’ Annotations if Erasmus 
had not been a friend of Reuchlin. He received a visit from the poet, Helius Eobanus, who had 
come from Erfurt only to see Erasmus, as well as from the Agostino Justiniano, bishop of 
Nebbio, who had been favourably mentioned in Erasmus’ Apologia. Hermann Buschius told 
Erasmus that a knight had threatened Hoogstraten, the prosecutor in the Reuchlin case. 
Hoogstraten is said to be looking for a safe house now. Matthaeus Adrianus is still annoyed with 
Capito [see Ep.13 above]. Erasmus asks for another copy of Silvestro Prierias’ book against 
Luther to replace the one that has been stolen from his bag. 


